
20th of March, and from that date throughout April, May and June, the
disease prevailed, yet not very many cases occurred.
The cases vaccinated during January, February and March, were very

successful, but during the hot months the virus proves quite inert. There
are two native vaccinators paid by government for this Zillah, but much
prejudice exists among the people in regard to the operation. The total
number vaccinated during the year was 291, of which only 92 were

satisfactory.

INOCULATION WITH TUBERCULOUS MATTER.
To tho Editor of tho Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sut,—If you think the following case of inoculation with tubercular
matter, worthy of notice, you are at liberty to publish it.
June 30th, 1840, in making an examination, thirty hours after death,

of the lungs of a subject that died of tubercular phthisis, 1 accidentally
cut the middle finger of my left hand over the first joint ; the wound
was slight, not penetrating through the cutis vera.
The lungs of the subject were loaded with tubercles, in all stages of

softening. After completing the examination, I cleansed the wound tho-
roughly, and paid no more attention to it. In about two weeks there be-
gan to be symptoms of inflammation about the seat of the injury, and
there soon appeared a row of hard tubercles in the direction of the cut ;
in a few days suppuration took place, and I punctured them, and thick
matter was discharged. In two weeks, however, another crop appeared,
more numerous than the first, which I treated in the same way. In this
way the diseaso continued to progress for two years, in spite of all the
means that I was able to use, or that were suggested by other physicians,
till it had extended from the nail half way to the second joint, and half
way round the finger, producing a kind of fungous thickening of the
skin, which I was obliged to remove occasionally with caustics.
The finger was never much painful, but very sensitive; any slight in-

jury would produce the most acute pain for a short lime. In the treat-
ment I gave the various preparations of iodine, of different strength
and modes of application, a thorough trial; but all to no purpose,
except to hasten suppuration of the tubercles, if used too strong. Tho
only treatment that appeared to have the least effect towards removing
the disease, was pulv. nit. silver, applied in such quantity as to remove
a pellicle without producing sufficient inflammation to cause softening of
the tubercles. By removing successive pealings in this way, suppuration
was prevented, and the diseased part all removed in a few months, except
in a small place where the disease had extended to tho cellular membrane,
in a cicatrix produced by nitric acid applied to remove fungus. These
pellicles, when removed, were thickly studdod with tubercles, like thorns,
about one line in length.
It is now six months since I have made any application to the finger,

and there remains a small tumor an eighth of an inch across where the
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nitric acid destroyed the skin, not in the seat of the original injury, but
between the first and second joint; this is slightly tender, and occasion-
ally has that peculiar sick feeling, unlike anything else I ever experienced,
which the finger has always had ever since diseased.
Query.—Can tubercular matter be taken up by the absorbents, and

carried into the circulation, and deposited in other parts of the system,
producing tubercular disease there ? Lyman Barton, M.D.

Willsborough, N. Y., Nov. 1st, 1843.

PROF. REESE'S " HOM\l=OE\OPATHIC CHALLENGE."
[Communicated for the Boston Mcdir.nl ami Surgirai Journal.]

Dn. Reese. Dear Sir,—In the Journal of October 10th, on page
225, there is published from you an extraordinary " Homoeopathic Chal-
lenge." When I first read it, it was considered, as it still is, a boasting
ebullition from a "good-natured" professor—and thought it not worthy
of any special notice. But on more mature reflection, when consider-
ing certain pointed expressions contained therein, and the general cre-
dulity of people for attaching an uncommon importance to such a sweep-
ing statement as yours, it was deemed proper to say something in expos-
ing its fallacy. It seems unaccountable that homoeopathy should demand
a regular "challenge," when it is and has been so much ridiculed, and to
have it emanate from a real professor of " the institutes of rational
medicine."
Can you, Sir, rationally justify your own course ? Is it commendable

for a literary gentleman to take so much notice of so trifling a subject?
or, rather, if it be so ivorthlcss and " inert " in its practical application,
why pay any attention to it? Why trouble yourself in repeating it from
place to place, and voluntarily subject yourself to such a " fiery ordeal "
—if there be no reality about the science ? You have certainly acted
very inconsistently with your views of the subject. For if the practice of
homoeopathy be insufficient to produce any salutary effects in curing dis-
ease, it must, of course, die a natural death, without the medical aid of
any one to terminate its existence. Therefore, judging from the foregoing
consideration, you can readily understand', that such a challenge as yoursis nothing more than a "non compos mentis." You need not trouble
yourself about the " transcendental mysticism of homoeopathy," nor men-
tion about your " responsibility to a higher tribunal," if you can take
the following-named medicines with impunity, which are mentioned in
your challenge, viz.—" prussic acid, aqua fortis, rats' bane, flint and
steel, thunder and lightning, fire and brimstone!" Such a medley
of ingredients for an experiment plainly shows a want of common sense.
The homoeopaths do not expect to suit Vulcan characters, nor preparetheir medicines to be proof against Salamanders. Their medicines are

only calculated to subdue diseases of the human system on earth—not-
withstanding your "sincerity and convictions" to the contrary of " hu-
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